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danger thy life, and the stain of this reproach would
remain upon me to the day of judgment." I answered,
" I am now in this ^ity, helpless, it is true, and you
are my father in every respect, temporal and spiritual,
but [consider] what pains, fatigues and miseries I
have undergone, and what buffetings I have for a long
while suffered to attain tiie object of my wishes, before
I arrived here, God has likewise made you kind
towards me, since you consent to marry her to me,
and only hesitate on account of my safety; be just
for a moment, and reflect that to save our heads from
the sword of love, and screen our lives from its danger,
is not commendable in any religion; let what will
happen, I have lost myself in every way; and to
possess,the object of my love, I consider as my exist-
ence. I do not care if I live or perish; moreover,
despair will finish my days without the assistance of
fate, and I will stand forth as your accuser on the day
of judgment/'

In short, in such altercations, in hesitations between
refusal and acquiescence, a tedious month passed heavily
over my head, accompanied with future hopes and fears;
1 used every day to devote my services to the old man,
and every day, with flattering speeches, I entreated
him [to grant nay boon]. It came to pass, that the
old man fell sick; 1 attended him during his illness;
1 used always to relate Ms case to the physician, and
whatever medicine he ordered, I used to get them,
and administer them to him; I used to dress with
my own hand his rice and pulse and other light diet, and
gave it to him to -eat. One day he was [uncommonly]
kind, and said,410 young man, thou art very obstinate;